
 

 
 

City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 

Thursday, July 23, 2020 
Minutes 

 

1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:32 p.m. 
 

Present:  Chris Smith, Melissa Gadd, Lenny Newman, Jim Speir, Kay Brady, Greg Gmerek 
(via phone), Recreation Director Mary Gustafson, Outreach Coordinator Jen Furlong, 
Librarian Joanne Johnson, City Manager Amy Sullivan 
 
Absent:  None  

 
2. Approval of agenda: Moved by Lenny to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by 

Greg.  Approved unanimously. 
 
3. Approval of minutes of the June 18th and July 7th meetings:  Moved by Melissa and 

seconded by Lenny to approve the minutes as submitted.  Approved unanimously. 
 

4. The resignation of Iris Paringelli was received and filed and the Committee sent their 
best wishes. 
 

5. Public participation:  None 
 

6. Oakland County Senior Advisory Council:  Shenise had some updates to pass along to 
the Committee.  AARP is warning about scams related to the COVID pandemic.  “No 
reason” absentee ballots are available for the upcoming primary election.  AAA 1-B is 
holding a virtual caregiver survival workshop. 
 

7. Items of Business 
 

A. Senior contact outreach initiative:  Amy recommended putting this project on hold 
for now because the senior flyer that was going to be hand delivered to residents 
has information about services and programs that are not currently being offered.  
Jim asked that the item remain on the agenda in the hopes that someday those 
services and programs can be provided as usual or modified for the pandemic. 

 
B. Recreation Center railing:  Amy said one proposal had been submitted and the DPW 

is reviewing the plans right now.  Assuming there are no issues, the handrail can be 



installed before winter.  Gail Linden asked for a copy of the proposed placement of 
the railing.  Claire asked if the handicap paddle was in the best position to be 
reached by persons using the handrail. 
 

C. UM project reports:   Jim thanked everyone for taking the time to participate in the 
special meeting to discuss the U of M reports.  The Committee decided to break into 
two subcommittees:   

 Transportation and mobility – Kay, Jim, Greg 

 Social and community services – Melissa, Chris, Lenny 
Subcommittees should meet before the August Senior Advisory Committee meeting 
and breakdown the suggestions using the matrix Chris had provided earlier.  
Members were encouraged to add additional ideas and to collaborate with others to 
gain different insights. 
 

8. Project updates 
 

A. Senior/student interactions upcoming programs.  Unfortunately, all activities were 
canceled due to COVID.  The video that will feature the highlights of the city is also 
on hold for now. 
 

B. HARP and concierge program:  There have been no HARP requests as only outdoor 
items can be handled during the pandemic for safety reasons. 
 

9. Recreation Department and Library Programming Update:  Mary said that all fall 
programming is either virtual or can be done outside.  The Recreation Department is 
waiting to see what the Berkley School District decides to do about the upcoming school 
year.  Jen is making a lot of reassurance calls – loneliness is a common concern.  She 
attends weekly Oakland County Health Division zoom meetings and they are 
recommending that no group events be scheduled for seniors, even outdoor events.  
The transportation program is not operating yet but plastic shields have been installed; 
there also has not been a demand for transportation.  The 4th of July boxed lunch 
program was well received, and the Department may do the same thing in lieu of the 
December holiday lunch program.  Blood pressure checks will begin again and be 
offered outside by appointment.  Jen is looking into new programs like creating a 
tutorial on how to use Zoom that can be created by high school students.  The AARP 
driving workshop will be online and the Recreation Department is encouraging seniors 
to do outside activities like pickleball and using the Burton field track for exercise.  She is 
in contact with other cities to get ideas about other senior programs.  The 
MYCOVIDRESPONSE website offers assistance and telephone reassurance calls.  Gail 
Linden also enjoyed the 4th of July boxed lunch and suggested that it be scheduled more 
often.  There was also a suggestion about doing a Zoom lunch bunch program.  Joanne 
said that there had been good participation at the virtual programs and the library 
planned to continue with that format. 

 
10. Other business:  Commissioner Jenks told the Committee that there have been 29 

confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Huntington Woods, with 4 coming in the last 30 days.  



He asked if the City could determine how many of the positive cases were senior 
residents. 

 
11. Meeting adjourned at 4:28 p.m. 

 
 


